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58.

Mr. Sprungli's ColleHion of Swift Birds—Of the
Bearded Pulture.
R. Sprungli's cabinet of natural hiffory,
is remarkable for the colledion of ftuffed birds, both local and migratory, that are
found in Switzerland.
In 1776 this colledion confifted of two hundred fpecimens ; and when I laft vifited Berne, in
1786, it had received an addition of fifty fpecies.
As naturalifts have lang expe&ed with impatience an account of this invaluable collection, I obtained from Mr. Sprungli the enclofed catalogue, which will affift me in attempting to form a Faunula Helvetica*.
One of the rnoft remarkable birds in Mr.
Sprungli's colledtion, is the vultur barbatus of
Linneus, the vultur aureus of Gefner, or
bearded vulture of the Engliih ornithologills.
As many fabulous tales have been related concerning its uncommon ftrength and rapacioufnefs as great confufion has arifen from the
variety of names applied by different naturalifts to the fame bird ; and as forne travel* See the Third volurrke.
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lers have doubted whether this fpecimen is the
sarge vulture of the Alps, or the golden vulture of Conrad Gefner ; I fh.all here fubjoin a
defcription from particulars principally communicated to me by Mr. Sprungli himfelf, accompanied with a drawing of the head from the
natural fite.
This fpecimen was a female bird, caught in
the canton of Glarus ; it meafured from die
tip of the beak to the extremity of the tail, fix
feet fix inches French meafure ; and eight
feet from the tip of one wing to that of the
other expanded. It weighed, when firft taken,
eleven pounds. This bird, though always
called a vulture, yet differs from that genus,
and is referable to the eagle, in having the
head and neck covered with feathers ; whereas
one of the diftindions of the vulture, according to Linneus, is that the head is deftitute of
feathers.
Notwithftanding this diftinguifhing mark, by
which it is referable to the eagle or falco genus
yet Linnxus was probably induced to clafs it
with die vultures, from the general form of the
body, and fhape of the beak, which is the firfl
effential charaderiftic in the genera of birds.
* Six feet eleven inchee 4 Engliih, and eight feet fix
inches /65..
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Mr. Sprungli, however, is of opinion, that it
might be clafred between the vulture ancl the
eagle ; and Stor * propofes to form a new genas
of it, under the narre of GYPAETUS, by the following charaders:
Roftrum reFlum, baff cera infiruilurn fetis porret7is confertiffinzis barbatum; apice autlum
unco Julcato.
Caput pennis teSum.
The fpecific charader he would define thus :
Gypaetus (grandis) albido-rutilus dorfo fefcus,
1,enia nigra fupra et infra oculos.
It inhabits the higheft parts of the great
chain of the Alps which feparates Switzerland
from Italy, makes its nefl in clefts of rocks inacceffible to man, and ufually produces three
young ones at a time, fometimes four, if we may
judge from that number accompanying the
old birds, when they defcend into the lower regions for prey. They live an animals which
inhabit the Alps, fisch as the chamois, white
hares, marmots, fnow hens, kids, and particularly
lambs, from which circumflance it is called /amvzer-geyer, or lamb vulture.
If cornmon report may be credited, this rapacious creature fometimes attacks even man, and
* See Stor's Alpen Reifin, vol. i.
carxies
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carries off children. Mr. Sprungli, without abfolutely denying the poffibility of this account,
has, notwithftanding all his refearches, never
been able to afcertain a well-authenticated inftance ; and thence rather concludes it to be a
fable invented by the peafants to frighten their
children. This fpecies does not appear but in
frnall companies, ufually confifting of the two
old birds and their young.
Conrad Gefner has given a fhort but accurate
defcription of this bird under the narre of vultur
aureus, or gold-geyer*; and an engraving from
a fkin fent to him from the Grifons. This
figure, although rudely executed, yet exhibits
with fufficient accuracy the diftinguifhing chara.Eters of the fpecies and genus, fuch as the configuration of the beak, the legs feathered down
to the claws, and particularly the beard. In
fine, a comparifon with the fpecimen in Mr.
Sprungli's colledion evidently proves that it is
the fame bird.
Since this great naturalift, no other perfon
feems to have defcribed it from nature, except
Edwards, under the denomination of the bearded
vulture. The defcription of that bird, and the
engraving given by Edwards t from a fpecimen
• See Hifi. Arvitcn, edit. Frank.
-1- See tab. i o6. of his Hiftory.

p. 71o.
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fent from Santa Cruz in Barbary, eorrefpond
exa&ly with the vultur barhatus of Sprungli ; and
the head, ifcompared with the drawing annexed to
this account, will be found to anfwer fufficiently.
Mr. Sprungli alfo favoured me with the {01lowing remarks, in anfwer to thofe travellers who
afrert, that his fpecimen is not the Zarge vulture
of the Alps, fometimes called, from its yell❑wl
plumage, the vautour jaune, but a fmaller fpecies ; becaufe the larger fort meafures fornetimes
fourteen feet, or more, from the tip of one wing
to that of the other. He pofreffes two fpecimens
of this bird ; the one a full grown female, from
which my defcription and dralving are taken,
meafuring eight French feet : the other is a male,
but young, and is fomewhat lefs. He has alfo
examined four fpecimens, none of which meafured more than nine feet ; but as thefe feveral
fpecimens were not full grown males, he is ready
to allow, that an inftance or two may poffibly
have occurred, in which this bird may have
meafured near twelv►e feet from tip to tip of the
wing. Thofe who give it a greater expanfion,
have derived their information either from perfons who were not naturaliffs, or from uncertain
and exaggerated reports. The farm~ remark may
alfo be applied to the fabulous ftories recorded
by the peafants, concerning its wonderful ftrength
as
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as well as fize. It is likewife to be obferved,
that the peafants do not confine the name of lammer-ge_yer to this fpecies ; but extend it indifcriminately to feveral large birds of prey, from
whence has arifen great confufion of names, and
much uncertainty in the accounts of this bird.
Some ornithologifts feem to have formed of it
feveral fpecies, which an comparifon will appear
to be the fame, or only varieties of the fame fpedes. Thus die bearded vulture, the cinereous
vulture, and the fulvous vulture, which Mr. Latham has defcribed as three different fpecies, are
probably the fame bird as that in Mr. Sprungli's
colledion. Of the firft there can be no doubt,
fince Mr. Latham refers to the bearded vulture
of Edwards, which I have fhewn to be that of
Mr. Sprungli. The cinereous vulture is defcribed by Latham after Briffon " Beneath the throat
hangs a kind of beard, compofed of very narrow
feathers like hairs ; legs covered with feathers
quite to the toes, which are yellow; claws black*.
This defcription accords with the bird in quef.tion, and particularly in the beard, which is the
diftinguifhing charaEteriffic.
The fulvous vulture of Latham is the griffin
of Buffon : and die French naturalift doubts
.whether it is not a variety of Gefner's golden
Syn. vol. i. p. 14.

vulture,
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vulture, which is proved to be the fame as Mr.
Sprungli's fpecimen.
While the moft celebrated ontithologifts have
thus given to the bird different names, they have
alfo in other inftances confounded it with other
birds, to which it has no other refemblance than
that of fite, ftrength, and voracity.
Thus Buffon erroneoufly conjeftures the valtur gryphus of Linnxus, or the condor * of Arnerica, to be the fame as the lammer-Beyer, or vulture of the Alps ; whereas the defcription of the
condor given by Linnxus, as well as by thofe
who had feen it, differs entirely from that of the
bearded vulture. The condor is defcribed by
the Swede as having " the head deftitute of
feathers, but covered with a flight brown coloured down, with a comb reaching along the top of
the head, and having the throat naked and of a
' Mr. Latham, in his Supplement to the General Synopfis
of Birds, p. 1. feems alfo to adopt the conjeaure of Buffon,
in claffing the Lammer-geyer and Condor under the fame
fpecies ; though he confelles,
that it flill remains dubious, whether the Lainmer-geyer be the fame with the
Condor, or a mere variety of the Bearded Vulture." He
adds alfo, with a candour which does him honour, " It is
rauch to be feared, that other authors, as well as myfelf, have
greatly confounded the fpecies of Vultures; for boing, like
the Falcon tribe, long lived, their plumage puts an a great
variety of drefs, fufficient to deceive thofe who have hitherto
attempted to difcriminate them.""

reddifh
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reddifh colour." Frezier, in his Voyage to the
South Seas, alfo thus defcribes the condor
" We one day killed a bird of prey called a condor, which was nine feet from the end of one
wing to the end of the other, and had a brown
comb or creft, but not jagged like a cock's : the
fore part of its throat is red without feathers, like
a turkey; and they are generally large and ftrong
enough to take up a lamb. In order to get
them from the flock, they draw themfelves into
a circle, and advance towards them with their
wings extended, that being drove together, and
too clofe, they may not be able to defend themfelves ; then they pick them out and carry them
off. Garcilaffo fays, there are fome in Peru fixteen feet from the point of one wing to the other,
and that a certain nation of Indians adored them."
Mr. Latham feems alfo to be no lefs miftaken,
when, on the authority of die tranflator of the
Abbe Fortis's Travels into Dalmatia, he conceives the vultur percnopterus of Linnxus to be
the vautour des Alpes defcribed by Conrad Gefner, and the farne as Mr. Sprungli's fpecimen ;
whereas, on the authority of Haffelquift, who faw
great numbers of the percnopteri in Egypt, die
head of that bird is "naked and wrinkled;" and
Ray fays, the feet are naked ; two chara&ers
that effentially diftinguifh it from the bearded
vulture,

1

•

Of the Bearded

3ÖS
vulture, in which the head is wholly covered
with feathers, and alfo the feet down to the ends
of the claws.
The bearded vulture, befides inhabiting thofe
Alps which feparate Italy • from Switzerland, is
found in Corfica and Sardinia. • M. de Hahn
informed Mr. Sprungli, that he faw a bird in
Corfica which was wounded in the wing, and
fhewed as a fight, that was unqueftionably the
fame as Mr. Sprungli's fluffed fpecimen and
M. Lettel, in his Natural Hiflory of Sardinia,
gives a figure and defcription of the fame bird,
under the name of bartgeyer, or bearded vulture.
It has alfo been found in the mountains of
Africa, fince Mr. Edwards received bis fpecimen
from Santa Cruz in Barbary. It is alfo frequent
an Caucafüs and die mountains of Dauria, or
the fouth-eaftern part of Siberia, as we learn from
the travels of both Pallas and Gmelin.
You will perhaps be furprifed not to find
arnong the Swifs birds in the annexed catalogue,
the aigle blanc, or aquila alba of * Briffon ; the
falco Italiclls t, and the falco montanes of the
fame t ; as particularly zwitzer-falk, the Germai
name of the latter, feems neceffarily to imply
that it rnuft be a Swifs bird : Mr. Sprungli how• L P- 424.
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ever affured nie, that he never had been able co
difcover any of thefe fpecies in the Alps ; that
probably the aigle blanc, if it exifts, is a variety
of the chryfaetos ; and that both Briffon and Willoughby do not cite Gefner for their defcriptions.
of the falco italicus, but thefe only who have
never been in the Alps.
Of the crows it is worthy of obfervation, that
the corvus graculus of Linnus, or coracias of
Briffon, is faithfully reprefented by Mr. Pennant,
in his Britifh Zoology, undcr the denomination
of the red-legged crow. It is the faire bird of
which Conrad Gefner * has given a figure, and
to which he applies the German appellations,
taha, fleintahen, fleinkrae, and which he juftly
fufpets to be the cornix cornubier, or the redlegged crow. 'The pyrrhoccrax of Gefner, which
fome ornithologifts feem to have confounded
with the corvus gractilus,is however very different.,
and is called by Linnauls corvus pyrnocorax.
Both thefe fpecies inhabit the Alps, but the
pyrrhocorax is the moft cmla-1°n ; and thefe appear, according to Mr. Sprtmsyli's obfervations,
tQ be the only fpecies of the crow genus that
prefer to all others alpine fituations. As to the
arvus 4remita of Linnxus, Mr. Sprungli ac*

. 1191.

ed. Frank. p. 468.

knowledges

Wyneniach's Colle5ion.

207

knowledges it is totally unknown to him. All
the ornithologifls indeed mention this bird as an
inhabitant of the Alps, an the authority of Conrad Gefner, who defcribes it under die narre of
forvus fylvatieus, accompanied with a figure,
which has not the legt refemblance to a crow,
but rather to a curlew ; yet Gefner's defcription
of it is much too imperfe& to afrift us in afcertaining the bird of which he treats.
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Wyttenbach's ColleRion—Account of the Chain
of Hills and reu Feen from the environs of
Berne.
HE Reverend Mr. Wyttenbach of Berne,
pofrefres a very curious cabinet, principally relating to the natural hiflory of Switzerland,
and to the canton of Berne in particular. lt
contains fpecimens of feveral thoufand plants,
among which is a large number of the alpine
plants
X 2
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