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M. Sprungl?’s. Colleition of Birds. 297

LETTER 35

My. Sprungls’s Collettion of Swifs Birds—Of the
A o -

 ROREITC D i BBy pap PYETEES
K)(.'r’-,’,f aea viulture.

R. Sprungli’s cabinet of natural hiftory,
b § is remarkable for the colleétion of ftuff-
ed birds, both local and migratory, that are
found in Switzerland.

In 17776 this colletion confifted of two hun-
dred fpecimens ; and when I laft vifited Berne, in
1786, 1t had received an addition of fifty fpecies.

As naturalifts have long expefted with im-
patience an account of this invaluable collec-
tion, I obtained from Mr. Sprungli the en-
clofed catalogue, which will affift me in attempt-
ing to form a Faunula Helvetica ™.

One of the moft remarkable birds in Mr.
Sprungli’s collection, is the wvultur bardatus of
Linnaus, the wnltur aureus of Gefner, or
bearded vulture of the Englifh ornithologifls.
As many fabulous tales have been related con-
cerning its uncommon ftrength and rapaciouf-
nefs; as great confufion has arifen from the
variety of names applied by different natu-
ralifts to the fame bird; and as fome travel-

#* See the Third volume,




298 L WO KR K8,

lers have doubted whether this {pecimen is the
large wulture of the Alps, or the golden vul-
ture of Conrad Gefner; I fhall here fubjoin a
defcription from particulars principally commu-
nicated to me by Mr. Sprungli himfelf,  ac-
companied with a drawing of the head from the
natural fize.

This {fpecimen was a female bird, caught in
the canton of Glarus ; it meafured from the
tip of the beak to the extremity of the tail, fix
feet fix inches French * meafure; and eight
feet from the tip of one wing to that of the
other expanded. It weighed, when firft taken,
eleven pounds. This bird, though always
called a wvulture, yet differs from that genus,
and 1s referable to the eagle, in having the
head and neck covered with feathers; whereas
one of the diftintions of the vulture, accord-
ing to Linnazus, is that the head is deftitute of
feathers.

Notwithftanding this diftinguifhing mark, by
which it 1s referable to the eagle or fa/co genus ;
yet Linnzus was probably induced to clafs it
with the vultures, from the general form of the
body, and fhape of the beak, which is the firf

¢ffential characteriftic in the genera of birds.

-

* Six feet eleven inches % Englifh, and eight feet fix

inches .

Mr,
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M. Sprungli, however, is of opinion, that it
micht be claffed between the vulture the
vl il QoS SEOnOTEs to fonttl A v rioidr e
eagie ; and otot 1)1\)|‘um.. fO 10orm a new tj}LIlLl.‘:
of it, under the name of cypaeTus, by the fol-
lowing charalters:

Roftrum retum, bafi cera infirutfum [etis por-

fertifimis barbatum : abdice aulum

s !
yecits COnjeriiyfimnis Oaroaluim CPILE QUCIUTT

unco Julcato.

Caput pennis teclum.
The {pecific charalter he would define thus

7
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tenia nigra [upra et infra oculos.
€ ot + o

1

[t inhabits the higheft parts of the :

ey
rreat

fres

chain of the Alps which feparates Switzerland
from Italy, makes its neft in clefts of rocks in-
acceffible to man, and ufually produces three
young ones at a time, fometimes four, if we may
judge from that number accompanying the
old birds, when they defcend into the lower re-
gions for prey. They live on animals which
inhabit the Alps, fuch as the chamois, white
hares, marmots, fnow hens, kids, and particularly
lambs, from which circumftance it 1s called Zam-
mer-geyer, or lamb vulture,

f common report may be credited, this rapa-
cious creature fometimes attacks even man, and

* See Stor’s Alpen Reifin, vol. i,
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carries off children. Mr. Sprungli, without ab-
{olutely denying the pofiibility of this account,
has, notwithftanding all his refearches, never
been able to afcertain a well-authenticated in-
ftance; and thence rather concludes it to be a
fable invented by the peafants to frighten their
children. This fpecies does not appear but in
{fmall companies, ufually confifting of the two
old birds and their young.

Conrad Gefner has given a fhort but accurate
defcriptien of this bird under the name of va/zur
aureus, or gold-geyer*; and an engraving from
a fkin fent to him from the Grifons. This
figure, although rudely executed, yet exhibits
with fufficient accuracy the diftinguithing cha-
raters of the fpecies and genus, fuch as the con-
figuration of the beak, the legs feathered down
to the claws, and particularly the beard. In
fine, a comparifon with the fpecimen in Mr.
Sprungli’s collection evidently proves that it is
the fame bird.

Since this great naturalift, no other perfon
feems to have defcribed it from nature, except
Edwards, under the denomination of the bearded
vulture. The defcription of that bird, and the
engraving given by Edwards + from a {pecimen

* See Hiff. Avium, edit. Frank. p. 710.

+ See tab. 106. of his Hiftory.

* f ent
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fent from Santa Cruz in Barbary, correfpond
exaltly with the valtur bardatus of Sprungli ; and
the head, if compared with the drawing annexed to
this account, will be found to anfwer fufficiently.
Mr. Sprungh alfo favoured me with the fol-
lowing rem:u"!\';c, in anfwer to thofe travellers who
affer 1at his fpecimen is not the large vulture
of the ﬂlps, fometimes called, from its yellowi/k
plumage, the wvautour jaune, but a {maller fpe-
cies; becaufe the larger {fort meafures fometimes
fourteen feet, or more, from the tip of one wing
to that of the other. He poflefles two ipecnmns
of this bird; the one a full grown female, from
which my defcription and drawing are taken,
meafuring eight French feet: the other is a male,
but young, and is fomewhat lefs. He has alfo
examined four {pecimens, none of which mea-
fured more than nine feet; but as thefe feveral
fpecimens were not full grown males, he is ready
to allow, that an inftance or two may poflibly
have occurred, in which this bird may have
meafured near twelve feet from tip to tip of the
wing. ‘Thofe who give it a greater expanfion,
have derived their information either from per-
fons who were not naturalifts, or from uncertain
and exaggerated reports. The fame remark may
alfo be applied to the fabulous ftories recorded
by the peafants, concerning its wonderful ftrength

a0
3 C
(i
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as well as fize. It is likewife to be obferved,

that the peafants do not confine the name of Zam-
mer-geyer to this {pecies; but extend it indifcri-
minately to feveral large birds ef prey, from
whence has arifen great confufion of names, and
much uncertainty in the accounts of this bird.
Some ornithologiits feem to have formed of it
feveral fpecies, which on comparifon will appéar
to be the fame, or only varieties of the fame fpe-
cies. Thus the bearded wulture, the cinereous
vulture, and the fulvous vulture, which Mr. La-
tham has defcribed as three différent {pecies, are
probably the fame bird as that in Mr. Sprungli’s

colleCtion. - Of the firft there can be no doubt,
fince Mr. Latham refers to the bearded vulture

1 1

of Edwards, which I have fhewn to be that of
Mr. Sprungli. 'The cinereous vulture 1s defcrib-
ed by Latham after Briffon: ¢ Beneath the throat
hangs a kind of beard, compofed of very narrow
feathers like hairs; legs covered with feathers
quite to the toes, which are yellow; claws black *.

'This defcription accords with the bird in ‘quef-

i s (1€
tion, and particularly in the beard, which is the
diftinguithing charateriftic.

The fulvous vulture of Latham i1s the griffin
of Buffon: and the French naturalift doubts

whether it is not a variety of Gefner’s golden

vulture,




Of?]’ Beas E’E’c(z Vulture. 30

[

5
J

vulture, which is proved to be the fame as Mr.
prnah s {pecimen.

While the moft celebrated ormithologifts have
thus given to the bird different names, they have
alfo in other inftances confounded it with other
birds, to which it has no other refemblance than
that of fize, ftrength, and voracity.

Thus Buffon erroneoufly conjectures the va/-
tur gryphus of Linnezeus, or the condor * of Ame-

rica, to be the fame as the lammer-geyer, or vul-

€l
ture of the Alps; whereas the defcription of the
condor given by Linnzus, as well as by thofe
who had feen it, differs entirely from that of the
bearded vulture. The condor is defcribed by

the Swede as having ¢ the head deftitute of

L

feathers, but covered with a {light brown colour-

ed down, with a comb reaching along the top of

]

the head, and having the throat naked and of a

Mr. Latham, in his Supplement to the General Synopfis
of Birds, p.1. feems alfo to adopt the conjefture of Buffon,

in clafling the Lammer-geyer and Condor under the fame

| €6

{pecies ; though he confefles, ¢ that it ftill remains du-

bious, whether the Lammer-geyer be th,r: {ame with the
Condor, or a mere variety of the Bearded Vulture.” He

rc.

adds alfo, with a candour which does him honour, ¢« It is

much to be feared, that other authors, as well as my yfelf, have

SRR LA 1 & I e L
greatly confounded the fpecies of Vultures;

; for bumg, like
the Falcon tribe, Imu;f lived, their plumage puts on a great

variety of drefs, {ufficient to deceive thofe. who have hitherto

;.t:.'::‘}'*tcd to dLi-:;'.!;L;l'-.;-‘:.:’ them,””

reddith
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reddith colour.” Frezier, in his Voyage to the
South Seas, alfo thus defcribes the condor ;—
« We one day killed a bird of prey called a con-

3 R SR R e T £

dor, which was nine feet from the end of one
wing to the end of the other, and had a brown
comb or creft, but not jagged like a cock’s: the
fore part of its throat 1s red without feathers, like
a turkey; and they are generally large and ftrong
enough to take up a lamb. ' In order to get
them from the flock, they draw themfelves into
a circle, and advance towards them with their
wings extende d, that being drove together, and
too clofe, they may not be able to defend them-
{elves ; then they pick them out and carry them
off. Garcilaflo fays, there are fome in Peru fix-
teen feet from the point of one wing to the other,
and that a certain nation of Indians adored them.’

Mr. Latham feems alfo to be no lefs miftaken,
when, on the authority of the tranflator of the
Abbé Fortis’s Travels into Dalmatia, he con-
ceives the wultur percnopterus of Linnzus to be
rautonr des z'}":";f)e-‘j defcribed b\" Conrad Gef-
and the fame as Mr. Sprungli’s fpecimen ;

the <
ner, t
whereas, on the authority of Haflelquift, who faw
gLLJL lluil‘.bk..b Uf. the FL: ¢ G}"i&,‘i',{ 1n ;40\'})'(, the
head of that bird is “ naked and wrinkled;”” and
Ray fays, the feet are naked ; two charalters

fentially diftinguifth it from the bearded

t::;.;, '-(j"‘;:
vulture,
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ulture, in which the head is wholly covered
with feathers, and 'alfo the feet down to the ends
of the claws.

The bearded vulture, befides inhabiting thofe
Alps which feparate Italy from Switzerland,
found in Corf}ca and Sardinia. - M., de Hahn
informed Mr. Sprungli, that he faw a bird in
Corfica which was wounded in the wing, and
fhewed as a fight, that was unqueftionably the
fame as Mr. Sprungli’s ftuffed fpecimen: and
M. Lettel, in his Natural Hiftory of* Sardinia,

nives a figure and defcription of the fame bird,

81@

under the name of dartgeyer, or bearded vulture.

[t has alfo been found in the mountains of

S [

Africa, fince Mr. Edwards received his fpecimen
from Santa Cruz in Barbary. It is alfo frequent
on Caucafus and the mountains of Dauria, or
the {outh-eaftern part of Siberia, as we learn from
the travels of both Pallas and Gmelin.

You will perhaps be furprifed not to find
among the Swifs birds 1n the annexed catalogue,
the (:",f‘.’f."'r'.’ blane, or aquila alba of * Briffon; the
| Italicus T, and the ﬁ:.-’ga montanus of the
fame1; as particularly zwirzer-falk, the German
name of the latter; feems neceffarily to 1mply

1

that 1t muft be a Swifs bird : Mr. Sprungh how

I. p. 424 4+ Ib. p. 336 { Ib.p. 352

Vor. 1l X ever
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ever affured me, that he never had been able to
difcover any of thefe fpecies in the Alps; that
probably the aigle blanc, if it exifts, is a variety
of the chryfzetos; and that both Briffon and Wil-
loughby do not cite Gefner for their defcriptions
of the falco italicus, but thofe only who have
never been in the fUps.'

Of the crows it 1s worthy of obfervation, that
the corvas graculus of Linnaus, or coracias of
Briffon, is faithfully reprefented by Mr. Pennant,
in his Britith Zoology, under the denemination
of the red-legged crow. It is the fame bird of
which Conrad Gefner * has given a figure, and
to which he applies the German appellations
taba, fleintaben, [fleinkrge, and which he juftly
fulpets to be the cornix cornubie, or the red-
legged crow. The pyrrbocorax of Gefner, which
fome ornithologifts feem to have confounded
with the corvus graculus, is however very different,
and 1s called by Linn®us ‘corvus pyrrhocorax.
Both thefe {pecies inhabit the Alps, but the
pyrrhocorax 1s the moft commen; and thefe ap-
pear, according to Mr. Sprungli’s obfervations,

~

ta be the onlv fpecies of the crow genus that
J A ' |

pl‘eﬂ:r to all others ;L}pinc {ituations, As to the

seruus eremita of Linneus, Mr. Sprungli ac-
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knowledges it is totally unknown to him. All
the ornithologifts indeed mention this bird as an
inhabitant of the Alps, on the authority of Con-

rad Gefner, who delcribes it under the name of
corvus [ylvaticus, accompanied with a figure,

which has not the leaft refemblance to a crow,

but rather to a curlew ; yet Gefner’s defcription
of it is much too impvrﬁj&ft to affift us in afcer-

taining the bird of which he treats.

L ETETE R §o
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of Hills and Alps feen from the environs of

Berne.

\HE Reverend Mr. Wyttenbach of Berne,
’I pofiefles a very curious cabinet, principal-
ly relating to the natural hiftory of Switzerland,
and to the canton of Berne in particulars It
contains fpecimens of feveral thoufand plants,
¢ number of the alpine

L

among which 1s a larg

a

e

2 pl:mts




