INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON POISONING
AND VULTURES IN AFRICA-ANDALUCIA

Working Dogs
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Dogs possess a superb sense of smell
They have roughly 125-220 million olfactory sensory cells.
' We have abo illion.
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WDC is based in Montana, USA
with a satellite office in California

Pacific

Ocean
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Animal fecal matter (scat):
for DNA, diet and contaminants analyses

Live animals (e.g., tortoises, snakes)
Invasive plants and insects

Threatened plants and, sometimes indirectly, the
species that depend on them

Snares, bushmeat, contraband
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Bear scat in arctic Alaska ol A\ Kincaid’s lupine, essential to endangered

Fender’s bl butterfly/
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Highly invasive emerald ash borer beetle



Monitoring environmental
contaminants in
freshwater sentinel species
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A % This is how a dog- handler team thoroughly c.ove‘r‘srthelr search area

w 1" o e 8} : ,‘w Ul . —-'.'\"v
Koad® T ':'& . - g L2 d - s




Here Alice and Tsavo are Iooklng fori |nva5|ve rosy onf snail in Hawan
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* Simultaneously search for
multiple targets

* Variable reward opportunity

- Seek many targets over career

» “Non-instinctual targets
s Low prey-drive, moderate-nerve
= _strength -
.~ *_ Long duty cycles A b : S
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The dogs indicate a find by passively ’,'*’
alerting = sitting (somewhat) quietly
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Many where few have ventured before
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ogs live wit us,

...they are an essential part of ou

el 2

_’\-&; A




e
e -

- -
- &
. - -
-~
- . - -~ 5 . - d -
b - > - -
- - = - . - -
- . -
. - . . -



http://www.workingdogsforconservation.org/

