Preliminary summary !

MONITORING

The International Observation Days (I0D) are the annual monitoring event for Bearded Vultures organised
by the International Bearded Vulture Monitoring network (IBM). The monitoring action takes place in the first
two weeks of October with a synchronous and coordinated survey on the focal day and covers large parts of
the Alpine arc (since 2006), parts of the Massif Central (since 2012), the eastern part of the French Pyrenees
(since 2016), several regions in Spain (since 2017) and some selected sites in Bulgaria (since 2018). In 2023
two observations sites were occupied on Crete (Greece) and we hope that this will continue for the future. .
The aim of this expanding network is to establish a Europe-wide monitoring of the Bearded Vulture population
where time-synchronised observations on the focal day allow to make an estimation of the population size
and age class distribution. A monitoring action of this scale and the fact that birds are identified on an
individual level whenever possible, is unique and generates baseline information for survival analyses and
demographic modelling, which give valuable insight into the population dynamics. Furthermore, the number
of participants during the 10D increases every year and thus the 10D represents a big public event that helps
to increase awareness for the conservation of the Bearded Vulture as a flagship species.

Keyfacts

= 680 occupied observation sites during the focal day 14.10.2023 and the I0D-period until
the 22.10.2023.

= 1124 participants coordinated by 25 regional coordinators

= 617 Bearded Vulture observations at ~37% of the sites (256 / 680)

Further evaluation - final report

This short report about the preliminary results show a summary of the occupied sites
(Figure 1 and Figure 2) and the encountered weather at the different sites (Figure 3). Error!
Reference source not found. shows the occupied sites and if one or several Bearded
Vultures were observed. Further, these maps distinguish between the different age classes.
The evaluation of the large amount of data is ongoing and will still take some time. The final
report will be published in the next few months and shared with all project partners.



Involved partners
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Monitoring network
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Figure 1. 25 regional coordinators in Spain, France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Austria,
Bulgaria and Greece organized this year’s 0D on the focal day 14.10.2023 and the following
period until the 22.10.2023.

Bearded Vulture observations
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Figure 2. With the support of more than 1120 observers that occupied 679 sites, it was
possible to makex 617 Bearded Vulture observations at 254 of the 679 sites (~37%).



Weather conditions on the focal day
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Figure 3. Most of the observers profited from favourable weather conditions on the focal day

14.10.23. Nevertheless, almost one fourth of the observers were confronted with bad
weather.
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Observed age classes
The following figures show the occupied observation sites in the corresponding zones. Sites
are color coded depending on the age of the observed Bearded Vulture (red triangle = adult,

green square = more than one bird of different age classes, blue diamond = juvenile,
immature or subadult bird, black dot = unknown age, white dot = no Bearded Vulture).

observation.

Eastern Alpine range

Eastern Alps - IOD 2023

Observed age classes at 24 sites:
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Central Alpine range

Central Alps - 10D 2023
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North-Western Alpine range
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South-Western Alpine range
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Massif Central & Pre-Pyrenees

Massif Central & Pre-Pyrenees - 10D 2023
Le Puy
Observed age classes at 34 sites: oS Voo o e EnmEs |
Aunliac Valence.
Aadult (10) ) 4 - g
B adult and non-adult (1) S BN A R ST N T
@ non-adult (4) % { s
® unspecified (0) =2
Onone (19) Mende Montahm o
ria Cahors o
e o B Rodez Q.. ; 2
oone ) Gy ~
Agen } o oy’ 1 _
AR Nérac P wo pe. Ales
£ o 4 Montaub an PRR [} 9 { . ai e
Montde- A * Londom 9% Spada _Avignon aan :
arsan ™ ) o "
3 A o Nimes § ey Monos que e Castelano ="
PR des i~ 3
{ Auch 0 G
4 M oulouse o Sy o Saon-de  Aix.en
» Castres anguagos Mon tp ellie R Provence . b ovence
; f NTE. Frajus
Béners
Pau ) -
Tarties e A 5 Matsoiie
Z g Toulon
by iy
°ca
ENR doy
e A o
SIS sEp &
, .\‘/—; o G i Perpignan
o e L -
oy 3 N ke 0 20 40 60 80 100km
Spain (without Pyrenees)
= 7 K ANTHA N
Spain (without Pyrenees) - |OD 2023 oo To A
STALONIA
Observed age classes at 39 sites: i o st &
Aadult (4) STy °
@ adult and non-adult (3) o MADRIC
@ non-adult (1) 2
® unspecified (1) Castells de
1a Plana/Castellon
O none (30) IN de 1a Plana p,",L."\’ defg 1
. SPAI Mallorca  ILLES.
T \ ASTILLA Valencia o AT
. LA MANCHA o
! Albacste
Ménda o
Jo— o =f
1 " Badajoz
oEvolJ
(o}
\ A o
Alacant/Alicante
-y e}
ok PR 9 & Murcia
r Noad Cordoba °£ °
// Sema Vorte o l’_|_.‘3.. :_\“ ‘ll:
Cartagena
Adna e o
§ O&HHC ANDALUCIA &
\ Oﬂualra 0(.‘9.1".14.]
Faro o
derez de \a o e e ———
© 1BM, ESRi-topo or'ome” DMJMN 0 50 100 150 km
Bulgaria
. ) J Fleven = T 7 7
Bulgaria - I0D 2023 i, =1 L/ B
o ¢ = wi Ny Q Shumen
Observed age classes at 7 sites: I ST (S . \ ; )
> 1 3 - Ve ik - >
Aadult (0) z , o Tamovo [
B adult and non-adult (0) (pREAD b Sevkeln " O ;
@ non-adult (0) Tt L . 3 ol \2
® unspecified (0) i e UISTRS ) o/ < ~
Onone (7) . ! / & DAt b ey Y
) ¥ Sofia, FIA ! i & \ 2 : R
[ Permik L - : Sliven :
[ RS - - — | Y A .
Vranje e 17 e ) F Ng ot \ Yambol Burgas
£ 7 ) by 4 X Stara Zagora | -
+ ¥ $ { C .
f S ovow O Yot b
Pazardzhik - o, ,,\‘ by A
("‘\ Plovdiv - { = ? ) &
1 y ¥ ‘0 1 Foad N \‘0“
y 3 | = 4 A ~ - Q\\ ¥
1 ¥ ) - Haskovo Proy y e Y
: § \ : o A <
p { = " = 4 \
: Stip e 8 £ 2903 m » 4 s I re | 1033
Veles 3 \ SUAGBE \ P ! 1 . A~ Kirklarel
L, v ) '/ Golse Sy ’ Kardzhall C.. *\-\\ Edime KIRKLARELI
\ ) & H S sk Delchev { 2 D a3 )
’, 2 ; Sandanski c_b* frmy /\‘_ i -»\ Smo(yan'\ o 5 L ECiRNE
\ Kavadarc Stumica ~ § oV oaLw 5 5 / o
. Petrich 'y v { ], /
L \ Y AN B i CE X ~ O A Luleburgaz
4 P L GRE 2216m 6 e TS e / . —
nlsulssm»mo | "mﬁ?" B g . EASTERN - . L4 " 4 Uzunkop, 20 40 60/ 80km

IBM

Preliminary summary |OD 2023



Crete (GRC)
meta 10D : 2023
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